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“Having a roof over our kids’ heads is 
a most important thing for us. We 

miss our cow, but Raju is now working 
day and night, so hopefully, we’ll be 
able to buy another cow in a year or 

so,” she expressed her strong resolve. 

“The most difficult part is
convincing the transgender
community to face a society
that is not ready to accept
them as equal citizens. The
suspicion & anxiety is a more
devastating enemy for them
than the pandemic”.- Naina
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THE MARGIN IN THE MIDDLE OF THE CITY

By International Rescue Committee

A glance at a city or town reveals many straight lines. There are roads, sidewalks,
and a line demarcating buildings and shops across different lines. What is not
visible are the invisible margins which separate people based on discriminatory
social practices. These margins tend to be vested in the blind spots of commuters,
who have developed a habit of ignoring them due to cultural ideas reinforced over
a period of time. Naina, a transgender activist from Union Council Gulbahar,
Peshawar knows these margins all too well. The margins in the middle of her city
seemed even more prominent in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. As her
community felt abandoned amidst an environment shrouded in fear, anxiety, and
confusion.

To ensure that no one is left behind amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, IRC’s partner
organization Medical Emergency Resilience Foundation (MERF) under the EU
funded ECHO project reached out to Naina and another transgender activist from
her community, Farzana, in May 2020. The team aimed to seek their support for
reaching out to the transgender community in Peshawar. The IRC team requested
their help to raise awareness regarding COVID-19, including symptoms and
infection prevention, as well as free services that they can avail through an ECHO
supported center.

While the transgender community in Gullbahar seemed largely unaffected by the
spread of the Novel Coronavirus, Naina suspected that people might be reluctant to
come forward. To sway their community members amidst an atmosphere of fear
and suspicion, both activists worked for several days and convinced their
community to seek help in case of symptoms. They also facilitated the IRC team to
distribute brochures covering the basic information around COVID-19.

After five months of rigorous follow-ups and active awareness campaigns in
Gullbahar, the community has remained mostly unaffected, not showing any visible
signs of the spread of the disease in the transgender community. Naina and Farzana
have both been in close contact with IRC’s MERF representatives to coordinate in
case a member requires support for active screening and/or testing.

Recalling her struggle to convince people to get tested for COVID-19, Naina said:

“The most difficult part is convincing the transgender community to face a 

society that is not ready to accept them as equal citizens. The suspicion and 

anxiety is a more devastating enemy for them than the pandemic”.



Free Course

Social Work Practice: Advocating Social Justice and Change
This course explores the role of social workers, including the history

of social work, its roles in different settings, the themes that guide

social work practice, and current challenges facing the profession.

Students will gain a thorough understanding of social work in the

United States and its connection to social justice. The course can be

taken on its own or as part of the “Social Work: Practice, Policy, and

Research MasterTrack Certificate Program.” Barbara Hilz (Clinical

Assistant Professor of Social Work and MSW Program Director)

teaches the course.

What you will learn (excerpt)
• Understand the scope of social work and the skills and roles of

social workers

• Apply core frameworks and change efforts to a case situation

• Explore the history of social work

• Learn how to center justice in social work through the Privilege,

Oppression, Social Justice, and Diversity framework

How you will learn
This course is divided into four weeks and takes 12 hours total to

complete. Coursework includes videos, readings, discussion prompts

and forums, practice quizzes, and four graded module quizzes. They

are each worth 25% of your grade.

To pass, you must score 70% or higher. To receive a grade, you

must be on the paid course track. At the time of writing, the course

had a 4.8/5 user rating.
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https://www.coursera.org/learn/social-work-practice-advocating-social-justice-and-change?irclickid=Rz9UPQQ9rxyIRUUVvU33S3P3UkGS71yjX1mR2Y0&irgwc=1&utm_medium=partners&utm_source=impact&utm_campaign=3316547&utm_content=b2c
https://www.coursera.org/learn/social-work-practice-advocating-social-justice-and-change?irclickid=Rz9UPQQ9rxyIRUUVvU33S3P3UkGS71yjX1mR2Y0&irgwc=1&utm_medium=partners&utm_source=impact&utm_campaign=3316547&utm_content=b2c


After the COVID-19 pandemic began, a May

2020 UNICEF report predicted that an

estimated 116 million babies would be born

globally under its shadow, and five million in

Pakistan alone. Numbers from a UN

population division report, updated in January

every year, show an upward population

growth trend of 2.10 percent since 2020,

compared to the 2019 growth rate of 2.06

percent. Read more

Dangerous heatwaves in India and

Pakistan – a new normal under climate

change demanding action. Parts of India

and Pakistan are currently experiencing

record temperatures, driven by climate

change and putting millions at risk. The

average maximum temperatures were the

highest since records began 122 years ago,

with New Delhi experiencing seven

consecutive days of 40°C+ in April. Read

more

The Provincial Disaster Management

Authority (PDMA) of Pakistan’s Gilgit-

Baltistan Region reported Glacier Lake

Outburst Flood (GLOF) from the Shishper

glacier on 07 May 2022. Local observers

said the flood was caused by recent

warmer weather. Senator Sherry Rehman,

Federal Minister for Climate Change in

Pakistan, said her government department

had warned of an increased vulnerability

due to the recent high temperatures. Read

more

Health experts have advised people to drink

plenty of water, avoid unnecessary exposure to

sun and follow other precautionary measures

during the current hot weather. On Sunday, Dr

Tariq Shaheen, Assistant Professor Jinnah

Hospital, said that a number of patients were

coming to the hospital emergency with severe

vomiting, diarrhea, cholera and gastro

symptoms. Read more
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According to a statement released by

Pakistan’s Prime Minister’s Office, aid has been

delivered to flood victims in Afghanistan. On

Saturday, May 7th, a Pakistani military plane

brought the goods to Mazar-e-Sharif, the

capital of Balkh province. 100 tents, 2 tons of

wheat, 200 tons of rice, and 450 kilograms of

sugar were some of the items. Read more

Around 25 percent of patients in Pakistan are

in the habit of using prescription medicines

without the advice of a physician, health

experts said on Thursday and urged people

and physicians to adopt “evidence-based

medicines and interventions” for the

treatment of both communicable and non-

communicable diseases (NCDs). A large

number of people in Pakistan, approximately

around 25 percent, take prescription

medicines without consulting physicians. Read

more

Dengue fever spread in this region of the

country cannot be ruled out as some five

patients have already been confirmed

positive from Rawalpindi district and

Islamabad Capital Territory so far this year

while the number of patients confirmed

positive from the Punjab province has

crossed the figure of 75. It is alarming

that as many as 40 confirmed dengue

fever patients have already been reported

from Lahore, the provincial capital of

Punjab. Read more

https://www.dawn.com/news/1688590/health-the-great-baby-burnout
https://pakobserver.net/health-card-is-a-game-changer-or-mile-stone/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1686379/health-and-climate
https://eia-international.org/news/dangerous-heatwaves-in-india-and-pakistan-a-new-normal-under-climate-change-demanding-action/
https://pakobserver.net/health-card-is-a-game-changer-or-mile-stone/
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/953332-pakistan-s-climate-crisis
https://floodlist.com/asia/pakistan-glof-floods-gilgit-baltistan-may-2022
https://nation.com.pk/2022/05/09/health-experts-emphasise-precautionary-measures-against-hot-weather-2/
https://www.khaama.com/humanitarian-assistance-cargo-from-pakistan-arrived-in-balkh67542/
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/955431-over-25-per-cent-patients-practise-self-medication-in-pakistan-experts
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/955849-dengue-fever-spread-in-region-cannot-be-ruled-out
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Muslim Aid interaction with community on disaster risk management   

Safeguarding Essentials: - Know – Learn – Act 
When: June 21st – 23rd 2022
Where: Murree, Punjab
Language: English & Urdu
Apply here
Application Deadline: May 15th, 2022

This training will target members of complaints committees, human resource and MEAL staff,
program teams and leadership of NGOs. The training will support participants to understand
the key barriers, and challenges related to safeguarding at an organisational and programmatic
level while dealing with communities and stakeholders. It will serve as a platform for
participating organisations to discuss and review their relevant policies and procedures to
ensure that they are effective in all situations. A maximum of 20 participants will be selected
for this training. Women and Persons with disabilities (PWDs) and staff from ethnic/religious
minorities are encouraged to apply.

Call for Proposals: Regional Response to Displacement of 
Afghan Women and Girls

Call Opens: April 22, 2022
Deadline for Submissions: June 17, 2022

The overall purpose of this Call for Proposals is to provide grants for women and young 
women’s civil society organizations that promote socio-economic recovery, participation and 
leadership of Afghan women and young women in forced displacement1 within Afghanistan 
(internally displaced, returnees) or in the neighboring countries (refugees, asylum seekers) of 
Pakistan and Tajikistan.

BDRP Group Work on Hazards mapping, VDMC training Basti Meerani-1, 
UC Jhugi Wala_FDO Jatoi -WHH

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScp5MDsKTE_w0lLAZv3b4e_ZlCt1OEjT2TogFheuVY1VzBLZg/viewform


An Intersectional Approach to Leave No One Behind

The United Nations is committed to working with the Government
and people of Pakistan to make a lasting contribution to national
development priorities; to take forward the principle of ‘leaving no
one behind’; and to improve the living conditions of all the people in
the country. Building on the results achieved under the Pakistan One
UN Programme II (2013-2017), the Government of Pakistan shall
guide the UN system in jointly pursuing the national priorities
enshrined in Pakistan’s Vision 2025 and the localization of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), framed by the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development. Read more.

UN Sustainable Development Framework 
(2018 - 2022)
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Muslim Aid interaction with community on disaster risk management   

South Punjab Deep Dive Report – United Nations 

The High-level Deep Dive on South Punjab was a watershed moment – the first high-level conference
to put sustainable development in South Punjab front and centre. The United Nations in Pakistan, in
collaboration with the Government of Punjab and the South Punjab Secretariat, brought together
government officials, elected representatives, donors, development partners, civil society and
academia for two days of eye-opening discussions and field visits on 9–10 March 2022.

Read more

https://pakistan.un.org/en/44136-un-sustainable-development-framework-2018-2022
https://pakistan.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-04/South Punjab Deep Dive Report_Final.pdf


info@pakhumanitarianforum.org

+92 51 225 2230-31

Plot # 35, Street 22, G-8/4, 
Islamabad

https://pakhumanitarianforum.org/

Follow Us!

CONTACT US

https://twitter.com/pakistanhumani1
https://twitter.com/pakistanhumani1

