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COVID-19 UPDATES

The Nationwide vaccination campaign against
Covid-19 is picking up and 10 percent of the
country’s population have been fully vaccinated
while around 40 per cent are vaccinated
partially, Parliamentary Secretary for Health Dr
Nausheen Hamid said on Monday. The overall
coronavirus positivity rate has been declining
constantly and the country has now reported a
positivity ratio below 5 percent.
Pakistan has reported 81 deaths in the last 24
hours by novel coronavirus as the number of
positive cases has surged to 1,227,905. The
nationwide tally of fatalities has jumped to
27,327 on Tuesday. According to the latest
figures by the National Command and
Operation Center (NCOC) 1,897 persons
tested positive for COVID-19 in the past 24
hours.
Federal Minister for Development, Planning and
Special Initiatives Mr. Asad Umar announced on
Tuesday the lifting of additional nonpharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) in 18 of 24
districts where the restrictions were enforced
earlier this month in the wake of high
coronavirus prevalence.
Twenty-five persons passed away and 419
more Covid-19 patients were recorded in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on Thursday as the
downtrend of coronavirus positivity continued in
high-risk districts of the province including
Peshawar and Mardan, Pakistan.
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The National Command and Operations Center
(NCOC) on Monday while issuing directives asked
the pregnant and breastfeeding mothers to get
vaccinated against coronavirus. The National
Command and Operations Center (NCOC) said
that the coronavirus vaccine is safe and effective
for pregnant, breastfeeding women.
The Sindh government on Wednesday relaxed
some Covid-19 curbs in the province, including
allowing markets and businesses to operate till
10pm as well as indoor dining till midnight.
According to a notification issued by the provincial
Home Department, the new guidelines will be
effective from September 16 (Thursday) to
September 30.
The global tally for the coronavirus-borne illness
climbed above 228.5 million on Monday, while the
death toll rose to 4.69 million, according to data
aggregated by Johns Hopkins University. The U.S.
is now averaging more than 2,000 deaths daily,
according to a New York Times tracker, the most
since March 1, and are almost entirely
unvaccinated people. Brazil has second highest
death toll at 590,752 and 21.2 million cases. In
Europe, Russia has most fatalities at 195,438,
followed by the U.K. at 135,539.
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TRANSFORMING LIVES MEMBERS IN ACTION
Inspiring Children to Participate Through Inclusive
Play Spaces
By Handicap International
In Peshawar, neither boys nor girls get a chance
to play outdoors. This is primarily because of
lack of play spaces. During the Child Photo
Project baseline, discussions revealed that most
children cannot access playgrounds as they are
too far away from their homes, and that playing
in the street is limited for boys, whereas girls
can only play at home.

Considering the findings from the discussions with
children during the Child Photo Project and
community consultations, it was analyzed that
children in the targeted communities don't have
playgrounds close to their homes and play
spaces are not accessible for children with
disabilities. Therefore, an idea of inclusive
playground was presented to fulfil the gap.

Both boys and girls reported that they had
limited time to play because of schoolwork and
long distance of the playground from their home.
They further shared that children with disabilities
cannot access the playground. Those who are
visually impaired have a high chance to fall and
sustain injuries, and those who are wheelchair
bound cannot enter the playground because the
entrance is too narrow.

Learning through play and child participation
are the key pillars of the Growing Together
project. A suitable site was identified, which was
accessible and safe. The vacant plots in the
village premises were not easily available.
Community's willingness to convert them into 12
playgrounds was another consideration.

© Handicap International
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Finally, in Jalozai, the plot adjacent to Rashid
Shaheed Foundation school was offered for the
pilot playground, which was further assessed for
child protection and accessibility point of view.
Detailed consultations with children and
community members were held for the design,
and an international consultant was engaged to
build a design based on children's feedback.
The consultant also led the construction of the
ground along with the local vendor and built
the capacity of the local vendors on accessibility
and inclusive standards.
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TRANSFORMING LIVES MEMBERS IN ACTION
Inspiring children to participate through inclusive
play spaces
By Handicap International
Different events including sports were held in the
playground to raise awareness and sensitize
communities on inclusive spaces. Similarly, school
children were very happy to have a space for
just play and fun and to enjoy their breaks. At
times, the teacher brings classes out in the
playground for some activity-based learning
which further motivates children further helps
more children to attend school.
A local school teacher shared
that' “this
playground helped us to retain our students and
attendance become regular. Children wait for
their turn to play in the ground, moreover, it is
also helpful for teachers to create interest in
students through activity-based learning”.
“The playground helped us retain our
students and
attendance become
regular.” - Local schoolteacher
The playground is usually very busy, where
children from adjacent areas visit and play.
Community members, especially mothers are
happy, because they have a place where they
can spend some time with their kids. Families are
more supportive of children playing outside;
mothers also enjoy the swings along with their
children and feel relaxed.
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For maintenance and management of the
playground, a committee was formed which has
members from community adults, children and
school. The committee’s role is to ensure that
playground has a safe environment and is clean
and accessible to all. The committee is also
responsible to repair any broken equipment. This
pilot playground helped generate discussion
among other communities and possibility of
establishment of more playgrounds.
The school's security guard shared that
“there are lot of families who come in
the evening with their children and
enjoy the playground”.
Community members identified more sites, where
design is prepared with support of international
consultant and
implemented through local
vendors. This is done with the support 8985of HI
Engineer, who has been integral in sharing the
knowledge and providing technical guidance to
local community, schools and landowners. A
total of 8 playgrounds are established at
community level and handed
over to the
communities. Similarly, three playgrounds were
established in Hayatabad Education Complex,
Deaf school for Boys and Government institute
for Blind keeping in view the children's needs.
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COMMUNITY FOR LEARNERS
Free Course

Environmental Challenges: Scarcity and Conflict in the Natural
Environment
The course is suitable for anyone with a general interest in conflict and environmental decision-making;
no previous knowledge or experience is required.

If you are working in environmental management, or wish to learn more about it, this course is
designed to support you as a professional. By completing all aspects of the course, you will have
achieved 14 hours of CPD time.

What will you achieve?
✓ Compare the ‘cowboy’ economy with the circular ‘spaceman’ economy, through technological
advances and resource exploitation.
✓ Discuss the extent that resource demands can lead to conflict between different users.
✓ Explore the way that conflicting forces subdue populations by denying them access to
environmental resources.
✓ Develop understanding of conflict resolution and negotiation techniques.
How to Register

6th September – 19th September 2021
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Special Assistant to Prime Minister on Climate
Change Malik Amin Aslam said that the German
government has committed to providing all-out
technical and financial support for the
implementation of various environmental and
climate change-related initiatives launched
under PM Imran Khan’s vision for clean and
green Pakistan, according to a press release
issued here on Saturday from climate change
ministry. Read more
Pakistan delivered another consignment of relief
goods to Afghanistan’s Mazar-e-Sharif on
Sunday as the country continues its humanitarian
assistance to the next-door neighbor. These
goods were delivered by Consul General to
Governor Bulkh Maulvi Qudratullah," Pakistan’s
ambassador to Afghanistan Mansoor Ahmed
Khan. Read more
Children struggling with mental health problems
during the pandemic are facing "agonisingly"
long waits for treatment. Data from half of
England's services found one in five seen in the
past year waited over 12 weeks for care. The
situation has got so bad that parents and head
teachers said that they had lost faith in the
system. Read more
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Special Assistant to Prime Minister on Climate
Change has said that the US government’s role
in protecting the planet earth from climate
change was indispensable, the incumbent
government of Prime Minister Imran Khan was
committed to contribute and support global
climate action at all levels for environmental
sustainability and human survival. Read more
Muhammad Ismail Rahoo, Sindh minister for
environment, climate change and coastal
development, said on Saturday that climate
change was a big risk to the youth and children
of Pakistan, threatening their health, education
and protection. He was addressing the
participants of an awareness session and
plantation activity titled ‘Ministerial Talk with
Children on Climate Change’. Read more
The federal government on Thursday decided to
set up a National Food Security Management
Committee headed by the prime minister to
obtain fastest data. The food security
management committee, chaired by the premier,
will be set up under the ordinance. The
committee will exchange information related to
essential items and food security at the federal
and provincial levels in a timely and expeditious
manner. Read more
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CONSULTANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
Socialization of Laws on Protection of Women
Against Violence and Capacity Building of
Women Protection Officers in Punjab
Closing Date: September 29, 2021

How to Apply:
Please send your detailed technical Proposals
and financial Quotations on following Oxfam
official email address within closing date. TOR's
are attached with each consultancy.
Email ID: oxfampak@oxfam.org.uk
If you are interested, please Register here.

Global Protection Forum 2021
There are a total of 11 sessions spread across
the week including 2 sessions per day, 1 formal
opening and 1 virtual exhibition space
accessible to all. We are expecting up to 150
participants.
Closing Date: 25-29 October 2021

Virtual exhibition:
This is a call for those who are interested in holding
a virtual stand during a virtual exhibition. This will
be an opportunity for participants, including
donors and local actors, to rotate in and out of
virtual stands (virtual rooms) to ask questions,
request support or look for information. If any
ICVA members are interested in contributing to the
various thematic sessions of the GPF, please get in
touch with ICVA’s Policy Director Mirela Shuteriqi
on mirela.shuteriqi@icvanetwork.org

If you are interested, please Register here.

L O O P
WEBINARS
Rethinking Humanitarian Reform:
What will it Take to deliver a
People- Driven System?
The Center for Global Developed has sought
to understand how operational practice,
financial incentives and governance structures
have entrenched power imbalances, and
proposed a series of actionable steps. Join us
for a discussion on what’s needed to deliver
our vision of a people-driven system.
Thursday, September 23, at 9:30 - 11:00am
Washington DC Time

If you are interested, please Register here.

Missing Insights on COVID-19:
The Intersectionality of Risk and
Resilience
The All-India Disaster Mitigation Institute
(AIDMI) is hosting a round table to discuss
Missing Insights on COVID-19: The
Intersectionality of Risk and Resilience”, this is
the second roundtable in a series. Please
register first at the above link to join.
September 24, 2021, 12:30 to 13:30 IST/14:0015:30 BKK

If you are interested, please Register here.

Laws, Disasters and Public Health
Emergencies: Lessons from the
COVID-19 Pandemic
IFRC’s Disaster Law Unit invites you to its
regional launch of a global study on Laws,
Disasters and Public Health Emergencies:
Lessons from the COVID-19 Pandemic. See
the invitation attached.
29 September 2021 from 1pm-2.30pm Bangkok
time

If you are interested, please Register here.

6th September – 19th September 2021
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WEBINARS

Digital Communication and
Accountability: Is technology tipping
the balance of power in aid?
The Communicating with Disaster Affected
Communities (CDAC) network annual forum will be
held virtually this year, using the event platform
Hopin. Over two three-hour sessions – held across
Thursday October 7 and Friday October 8 – we
will discuss the ways in which digital technologies
can compel the inclusion of marginalised voices
and enable locally-led drivers of communication,
community engagement and accountability and
seek to understand how to expand access and use
of existing digital and communication technologies,
particularly by those groups that lack visibility and
voice. Each session as been designed to be
interactive: come with questions you’d like to put to
our panels of experts.
Thursday October 7 -20:00-23:00 BKK
and Friday October 8 14:00-17:00 BKK

If you are interested, please Register here.
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PHF PUBLICATION/RESOURCE

Exploring the Experiences of Pakistan Humanitarian Actors
towards COVID-19
Under a joint National Humanitarian Network – NHN and Pakistan Humanitarian Forum – PHF
Technical Health working group, quite a few member organizations volunteered to share their
experiences amidst the covid-19 pandemic according to their niche and expertise around the
humanitarian and development sectors.
In consideration of the above-mentioned, PHF-NHN working group members had taken the
initiative of developing a resource paper for exploring out the organizations' practical experience
of preparedness and response for COVID-19 and mitigation around the challenges whether
technical or operational. For this, a general questionnaire was designed and disseminated within
the working group for gathering the data and further investigated and completed the research
analysis. Read more

© Oxfam
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PUBLICATIONS AND RESOURCES
Disaster Governance in the Asia-Pacific:
Future Pathways for South and
Southeast Asia
This policy report from RSIS and NTUS traces
developments in disaster governance in South Asia
as an area of cooperation for Southeast Asia. It
will also explore the role of existing regional
organisations, bilateral and multilateral platforms,
and other initiatives between the countries from
both sides, as potential avenues for inter- regional
cooperation on disaster governance. please click
here.

Four Years On: An Update on the
Rohingya Crisis
Four years after being forcibly displaced by the
Myanmar military, 900,000 Rohingya refugees
remain in Bangladesh, with no solution in sight. The
February coup d'état in Myanmar has made the
prospect of safe, voluntary return to Rakhine State
untenable. Meanwhile, in Cox’s Bazar, where the
Rohingya live in temporary settlements spread
across 34 camps, conditions have deteriorated with
each passing year. please click here.

Adding To The Evidence The Impacts Of
Sanctions And Restrictive Measures On
Humanitarian Action
This report captures the findings of an online
survey on the impacts of sanctions and counterterrorism (CT) restrictive measures on VOICE
member NGOs, and the VOICE Webinar on EU
Restrictive Measures and Humanitarian Aid:
Between a principled view for exemptions and a
pragmatic approach for an effective derogation
process (December 2020). please click here.

Groundswell Part 2 : Acting on Internal
Climate Migration
The report by the World Bank: Groundswell Part II:
Acting on Internal Climate Migration (2021)
projects that, by 2050, without concrete climate
and development action, just over 216 million
people or around three percent of the population
in Sub-Saharan Africa, East Asia and the Pacific,
South Asia, North Africa, Latin America, and
Eastern Europe and Central Asia could be forced
to move within their own countries due to the slowonset impacts of climate change. please click here.

Climate-Fragility Risk Brief
For the past 41 years, Afghanistan, with its rich
history, beautiful landscapes and ethnically
diverse population, has endured nearly constant
armed conflict, whether in the form of
revolution, occupation, extremism or insurgency.
This has taken a tremendous toll in human
terms, but it has also exerted a powerful brake on
the country’s development. Today, Afghanistan
lags far behind its South Asian neighbours, while
China’s per capita GDP is more than 18 times
greater than Afghanistan’s. please click here.
© GAIN
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PUBLICATIONS AND RESOURCES

Humanitarian Policy & Practice Digest,
Thursday, September 16, 20212021
InterAction has published “Humanitarian Policy &
Practice Digest” as of Thursday, September 16,
2021. To access the digest, please click here.

© Save the Children

Development Aid News Digest
To read the latest edition of the Development Aid
Digest, please click here.

CONTACT US
info@pakhumanitarianforum.org
Plot # 35, Street 22, G-8/4,
Islamabad

+92 51 225 2230-31
Follow Us!

https://pakhumanitarianforum.org/
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