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CLIMATE CRISIS AND PRESSURE WORLD



“If you can’t feed a hundred 
people, feed just one.” 

-Mother Teresa



PHF – SPECIAL FEATURE

This day was designated in memory of the 19 August 2003 bomb attack on

the Canal Hotel in Baghdad, Iraq, killing 22 people, including the chief

humanitarian in Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello. In 2009, the United Nations

General Assembly formalized the day as World Humanitarian Day (WHD).

Each year, WHD focuses on a theme, bringing together partners from across

the humanitarian system to advocate for the survival, well-being and dignity

of people affected by crises, and for the safety and security of aid workers.

This year, we highlight the immediate human cost of the climate crisis by

pressuring world leaders to take meaningful climate action for the world’s

most vulnerable people.

BACKGROUND

Source: United Nations (UN)

© Mercy Corps

2



PHF – SPECIAL FEATURE

In 2021, 235 million people will need humanitarian assistance 
and protection.

This number has risen to 1 in 33 people worldwide - a significant increase 
from 1 in 45 at the launch of the Global Humanitarian Overview 2020, 
which was already the highest figure in decades. The UN and partner 

organizations aim to assist 160 million people most in need across 56 
countries and will require a total of $35 billion to do so.

Source: United Nations (UN)

© Save The Children

3



PHF – SPECIAL FEATURE

Therefore, everyone is invited to join

#TheHumanRace, which is the global

challenge for climate action in solidarity with

people who need it the most; and to put the

needs of climate-vulnerable people front

and centre at the UN climate summit

(COP26).

Stand in solidarity with the world's most

vulnerable people by using these hashtags in

your social media activities #TheHumanRace

#WorldHumanitarianDay

Time is running out for millions 

of the world’s most vulnerable 
people.

The climate emergency is wreaking havoc

across the world at a scale that people on

the front lines and in the humanitarian

community cannot manage. Time is already

running out for the world’s most vulnerable

people — those who have contributed least

to the global climate emergency yet are hit

the hardest — and millions of others that

are already losing their homes, their

livelihoods, and their lives. The climate

emergency is wreaking havoc across the

world at a scale that people on the front

lines and in the humanitarian community

cannot manage. Time is already running out

for the world’s most vulnerable people—

A global challenge for climate action in solidarity with the people who 
need it most

—those who have contributed least to the

global climate emergency yet are hit the

hardest — and millions of others that are

already losing their homes, their livelihoods,

and their lives.

With most climate campaigns focused on

slowing climate change and securing the

planet’s future, World Humanitarian Day

2021, will highlight the immediate

consequences of the climate emergency for

the world’s most vulnerable people and

ensure that their voices are heard, and their

needs top the agenda at the UN Climate

Change Conference (COP26) in November.

Source: United Nations (UN)
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Sign up!

How to get involved:

1. Join the challenge

https://www.worldhumanitarianday.org/#section--64
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KEY INITIATIVES BY THE  GOVERNMENT and INGOs TO BUILD 
CLIMATE  RESILIENCE IN PAKISTAN

Pakistan has officially begun the process of

creating a National Adaptation Plan for

building resilience to climate change- one

of the most important mechanisms for

adapting to climate change. A two- year

project to develop the adaptation plan,

supported by the UN Environment

Programme (UNEP) and funded by the

Green Climate Fund with USD 2.7 million,

was formally launched on Thursday 25th

March 2021. The National Adaptation Plan

process is accordingly being aligned with

the NDCs to ensure coherent implementation

and will be looking to build on these

existing nature-based approaches, which

include the Ten Billion Trees Tsunami

Program, the Ecosystem Restoration Fund,

and the Recharge Pakistan initiative.

National Adaptation Plan  for 
Climate Change

Click here to read more

Islamic Relief operates in some of the most

difficult and dangerous places for delivering

aid, including war-torn Yemen, Syria and

Somalia. But it is always a terrible shock

when we lose a member of staff who is

killed in the service of humanity, and

something I feel very personally - CEO of

Islamic Relief Worldwide

Honouring Staff On World 
Humanitarian Day

Click here to read more

Active Citizen Project in partnership with

British Council was implemented in District

Badin, and a total of 62 youth volunteers

were trained in three different training

sessions on climate change and COVID-19.

2,500 fruit trees were planted in Union

Council Mitthi –III District Badin, and 10

Agri-based tools kits/plantation tools were

distributed in the community.

Climate Change

Care International Pakistan (CIP) provided

emergency assistance to people affected

by floods in District Umerkot, Sindh through

its local implementing partner. Moreover,

20,000 individuals received safe drinking

water for one month. PPEs were provided to

2,000 people and a mass media Risk

Communication Campaign was also run on

floods and COVID-19.

Flood response in Sindh
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https://www.unep.org/gan/news/press-release/pakistan-develop-national-adaptation-plan-climate-change
https://www.islamic-relief.org/honouring-staff-on-world-humanitarian-day/
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The Aga Khan Agency for Habitat (AKAH) in

collaboration with Institute of Architects

(IAP), Karachi Chapter arranged a zoom

webinar on Friday, 5 February 2021, titled

“Habitat Planning: An adaptive climate

change strategy”. Around 9,000

participants including development

professionals, members architects of IAP

Karachi Chapter, representatives of AKDN

agencies and members of voluntary bodies

attended the webinar.

AKAH’s leadership from Pakistan and the

Geneva office briefed the audience about

AKAH’s mandate of building safer habitats

through developing synergies with leading

international and local research institutes in

designing tools for habitat planning.

AKAH has been pursuing the goal of safe

and green infrastructure practices to reduce

the carbon footprint, and to provide an

enabling environment for creation of

livelihood opportunities and sustainable

development.

Webinar on Habitat Planning: An  
Adaptive Climate Change Strategy

Concern conducted 52 area cleaning

campaigns to sensitize communities on

importance of cleanliness, along with 492

awareness sessions. A workshop on “Business

Entrepreneurship” was organized for 17

males and 20 females to develop their

understanding on entrepreneurship.

Additionally, 307 farmers (men) attended

Field Farmer Schools’ sessions. Capacity

building workshop on early warning and

early action was conducted in Tharparkar;

while one solarized dug well was completed

for continuous supply of water.

Sindh Drought Resilience 
Programme (SDRP) project

The programme also supported provision of

drinking water by rehabilitating 60 hand

pumps in both districts. 20 sanitation

facilities in schools were rehabilitated in

both the districts. Concern conducted more

than 300 interactive hygiene sessions, which

benefited 2,592 individuals. Additionally,

40 schemes were rehabilitated by

providing cash for work to 400 labourers

who were engaged for earth filling and

levelling in the pathways, small repairs and

construction of culverts for cross drainage of

floodwater. Each labourer was provided

with cash support of 8,000 PKR through

Telenor.

Early Recovery Intervention for  
Flood Affected Population in Sindh
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Target Area: Peshawar, Nowshera and Swabi - KP

Promoting and Empowering Afghan Children through 
Enhanced Education  (PEACE) Project

Establishment of School Readiness Program (SRP) Centers
RI established a total of 70 School Readiness Program (SRP) centers in target schools of

districts Peshawar, Nowshera and Swabi, KP. The centers were established following approval

from relevant education departments and were equipped with necessary supplies. Graduating

children will receive completion certificates from the education department signed by head

teachers. Based on these certificates, SRP graduates will be admitted to government schools.

Trainings for SRP and Post-Primary Readiness Program (PPRP) facilitators

and mentors
RI organized five days of comprehensive trainings for 139 SRP facilitators and mentors - 62

males and 77 females - in districts Peshawar, Nowshera and Swabi in KP. The training focused

on objectives, structure and curriculum of the SRP.

Trainings for government teachers
RI organized five days of comprehensive trainings for 63 government teachers - 17 males and

46 females - in District Nowshera. Key topics including multi- grade teaching, effective

teaching strategies, assessment of learning, inclusion, lesson planning, child protection and

safeguarding, remedial education, Student Learning Objectives (SLOs) and action planning to

enroll out-of-school Afghan children were covered. In addition, RI organized three 2-day

trainings for 35 CPD coaches - 16 males and 19 females - in all three target districts.
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Target Area: Peshawar, Nowshera and Swabi - KP

Promoting and Empowering Afghan Children through 
Enhanced Education  (PEACE) Project

201
Male

beneficiaries

35 Afghan CommunityForums

15 Rehabilitation of schools

242
Female

beneficiaries

School Readiness Programme Centers

Training of SRP and PPRP facilitators

Training of government teachers

Training of PTC members

Training of RI staff

70

139

98

201

40
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Trainings for PTC members and
RI trained orientations for volunteers 201 PTC members – 93 males and 108 females - in

districts Peshawar, Nowshera and Swabi in KP.

Staff trained in recognizing and responding to protection incidents and

concerns
40 RI staff members - 29 males and 11 females - were trained. The 2-day training was

facilitated by an external consultant and senior project management team. Staff members were

oriented on RI’s safety and security policies, child safeguarding, need assessment, recognizing

and responding to protection concerns, accountability to beneficiaries and RI’s incident

reporting mechanism.
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This is the story of 37-year-old Shakila who

lives in a hut of an Afghan Refugee camp.

She is married, with 6 children and lives with

her in-laws while her husband lives in

another city for business. Shakila works as a

craftswoman in the camp.

This fear kept her restless and always alert.

She also feared that sharing this with her

husband may bring stigma, social isolation,

and the blame of being the woman who

‘entices men’. The psychologist called her for

a follow up session, during which he

sensitized her on the concept of Gender-

Based Violence (GBV). She was given

insight about her problem and how she

could change her circumstances.

The psychologist gave her a session on

anger management and emotional

Rebuilding resilience provision  of integrated & 
inclusive health  assistance to Afghan Refugees  in 
Pakistan

intelligence to better equip her for

addressing the matter. In the next sessions,

the psychologist examined the situation to

proceed further in the matter. The session

was wrapped up after Shakila had a clear

plan on how to proceed yet avoid

harassment.

Shakila shared that due to the previous

session, she was able to confidently

communicate her issue to her husband.

Despite initial resistance, her husband trusted

her and moved her out of his father’s house

into a safer separate home.

Gradually – after four sessions – she was

able to focus on her job again and regain

control of her life. With the help and

support of HI’s psychologist, Shakila no

longer lives under the threat of sexual

assault and gender-based harassment.
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We make the call in honor and 
remembrance of our colleagues 

who lost their lives in the service of 
humanitarian aid and for those who 
are currently working on the front 

lines.

-Syed Shahid Kazmi
Country Coordinator



PHF Member Organizations 



Follow Us!

+92 51 225 2230-31

                                            

info@pakhumanitarianforum.org

Plot # 35, Street 22, G-8/4,Islamabad

https://pakhumanitarianforum.org/

https://twitter.com/pakistanhumani1
mailto:info@pakhumanitarianforum.org

