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Global Updates
Top 10 countries with most confirmed COVID-19 cases
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Recovered Cases
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COVID-19 Dashboard by the Center for Systems Science and Engineering (CSSE) at John Hopkins University

Deaths

2,357,475

Recovered Cases

60,136,468

The World Health Organisation (WHO) recommended at least a 1-metre
distance to prevent the spread of COVID-19. It also recommended to maintain a
greater distance when indoors.
AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 vaccine is not perfect, but will have a big impact on the
pandemic, its chief executive has predicted, as the drug-maker pledged to
double supplies to more than 200 million doses per month by April 2021.
Meanwhile, AstraZeneca has said it’s working with the University of Oxford to
adapt its COVID-19 vaccine to protect against new strains of the virus as public
health officials raise concerns about mutations that may make the virus more
resistant to existing vaccines.
Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Director said the African
Union’s disease control body has said that it is not “walking away” from
AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 vaccine, after trial data showed it had greatly reduced
efficacy against the Coronavirus variant dominant in South Africa.
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National Updates
•

Pakistan is to allow private companies to import coronavirus
vaccines and has agreed to exempt such imports from price
caps. The National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination division had sought a special cabinet exemption to
allow for such imports, while excluding the imported vaccines
from the strict price cap regime that is typically applied to all
drug sales within the country.

•

Pakistan has made it mandatory for the Sikh pilgrims from India
to take a COVID-19 test before travelling to Gurdwara
Nankana Sahib

•

Pakistan has vaccinated about 27,000 frontline healthcare
workers against the Coronavirus during its ongoing anti-COVID19 vaccination drive. Among the health workers vaccinated
include 21,121 in Sindh, 4,458 in Punjab, 691 in KhyberPakhtunkhwa, 274 in Islamabad, 239 in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK), 312 in Gilgit-Baltistan and 133 in Balochistan.

•

Frontline health workers in Pakistan who have received the first
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine have urged their colleagues to
not be hesitant in getting the shot, saying there are no side
effects. A video released by the government on its vaccination
strategy showed brief interviews of health workers from
different health facilities across Pakistan in which they spoke
about the positives of getting China’s Sinopharm vaccine.

•

The NCOC said the rate of positivity of COVID-19 infections
has reached 4.02% in Pakistan with a total of 30,225 active
cases, of which 1,760 patients are in critical condition.

•

The highest positivity rate has been reported in Azad Jammu &
Kashmir (AJ&K) at 9.39%, followed by Sindh at 4.88%, Punjab
at 4.75%, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa at 2.63%, Islamabad at 1.92%,
Balochistan at 1.48%, and Gilgit-Baltistan at 0.83%.

Confirmed Cases*

559,093

Cases in last 24rs

1,502

Recoveries

516,683

Deaths

12,185
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Provincial Stats
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Awareness session on personal hygiene being conducted by IRC's GESI (Gender Equality and

MdM conducting handwashing activity at a local school in KP

PHF Members Response
Cash Grants

• Helping Hand for Relief and Development (HHRD)gave out cash
grants of 8,000 PKR to 9,600 beneficiaries across several
districts of Pakistan.

Safeguarding

• Helpage International reached out to 1 million beneficiaries via
protection of rights of older people and its advocacy and
awareness campaign for COVID-19 in KP and Sindh.
• International Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC) provided
awareness on COVID-19 and protection activities in Islamabad
and Punjab's Attock, Chakwal, Mianwali and Rawalpindi. The
beneficiaries of these activities were refugees holding POR cards.

WASH

• Norwegian Church Aid donated hygiene kits, conducted
awareness raising, provided PPEs, handwashing stations and
disinfection at different locations across Sindh and KP.
• Oxfam Pakistan has distributed 60,700 soaps nationwide. 4,400
hygiene kits have been provided to 13 organizations across the
country. Oxfam supported local partners across 12 districts of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa by providing soap bars to 50 hand-washing
stations.
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Handicap International conducting awareness sessions at Afghan refugee camps in KP

ACTED displayed IEC material on in various areas across Sindh
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Welthungerhilfe's small awareness meetings in Sindh

Contact Information

Syed Shahid Kazmi
Country Coordinator
Pakistan Humanitarian Forum
Mob: +92 345 855 0074
Email: shahid.kazmi@pakhumanitarianforum.org
Sania Ali Khan
Communication Officer
Pakistan Humanitarian Forum
Mob: +92 334 533 2287
Email: sania.khan@pakhumanitarianforum.org

6

